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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coveringsi i i iest in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009
Text 40691 & enter Keyword: blinds

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

*Ask about our locals discount. 
Advance reservations required. 

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure 
Washing, Staining, Painting. 

Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

5593 US Hwy 64W, Murphy, NC 28906

www.timberwoodmtn.com

Mountain Homes, Lands, 
and Investment Properties

Jim Story

Office: 828-837-0424
Cell: 352-299-0543
Res: 706-400-5723

jim@timberwoodmtn.com

Timberwood
Mountain Realty

We have NON-OBAMACARE
Health Insurance Plans 

Confused? Get the Answers
Contact Tom Taylor of the 

Taylor Insurance Group • Blairsville, GA
 770-298-9161

Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your 
coverage.  Join us over coffee to review all the options available to 

you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered 
by your plan.  We will work 12 months a year and prove 

“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans 

for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?

Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical 
retirement from the US Army as a LTC.  He has numerous awards, such 
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.  

His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars, 
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat 

Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard 
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Live Oak Professional 
Lawn Care 

A complete Lawn Care Company 
Licensed & Insured 

 
Call us Today for a Free Estimate 

706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612 
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England...continued from Page 1A

participated on two Olympic 
shooting teams.

However,  be ing  the 
humble man that he was, 
England’s accomplishments 
over the years were not as 
widely acknowledged as they 
should have been.

Enter the retired Col. 
Nunnally.

Nunnally moved to Blue 
Ridge on a part-time basis 
nearly 10 years ago, and he’s 
since gotten to know many area 
veterans.

He retired and made the 
move permanent some four 
years back, about the time when 
he and three Marine buddies 
decided to host a Marine Corps 
Ball, the first of its kind in Blue 
Ridge.

The event was a huge 
success not only because of 
the sold-out attendance, but in 
hindsight because it served as 
the backdrop for Nunnally to 
meet the regionally renowned 
Eric England.

The re  was  bu t  one 
problem – Nunnally couldn’t 
believe it, but he had never heard 
of the retired scout sniper prior 
to his and Edie’s decision to 
attend the Ball.

Afterward, Nunnally 
began  checking  in to  h i s 
story, becoming increasingly 
convinced that England had 
never gotten his due respect in 
the wider world of Marine Corps 
history and lore.

“I started to pull all this 

Edie Rich, right, being presented with her big brother’s burial flag at Arlington.
information together, and I said, 
this man has been overlooked. 
For whatever reason, we’ve 
missed the boat, and I better fix 
it,” said Nunnally.

Over the last few years, 
Nunnally fought to secure 
England’s legacy nationally and 
on the state level, reaching out 
to the Georgia Military Veterans 
Hall of Fame and the U.S. 
Marine Corps about England.

And his efforts paid off, 
as both the Hall of Fame and 
Marines honored England in 
tremendous ways mere months 
before his death.

Along with his cousin, 
friend and fellow Marine Zell 
Miller, England was inducted 
into the 2017 Class of the 
Georgia Military Veterans Hall 
of Fame on Nov. 4, 2017.

Separately, a historian 
with the Marine Corps traveled 
to England’s home to chronicle 
his story in a video published 
to YouTube on Dec. 12, 2017, 
titled “A Sniper’s Distance: 
Legendary Marksman Master 
Sgt. Eric England.”

In recognition of his 
passing, the Corps posted 
another video on the day of 
his interment at Arlington. 
This second video is called 
“Remembering Master Sgt. 
Eric England,” and it showcases 
previously unseen footage from 
the original 2017 interview.

“We don’t make many 
Eric Englands anymore,” said 
Nunnally. “But his memory, 

and now his name, will live on 
forever, now formally recognized 
in the history of the Corps.”

And though he is gone 
from his native Union County, 
England’s memory will also 
live on in the mountains that he 
loved, as his sister is committed 
to preserving the many medals, 
trophies and other historical 
pieces from England’s storied 
career.

“What I see down the 
road – Eric’s house is like a 
museum,” said Rich. “I would 
like to get everything of his in 
a place where people could see 
it and appreciate it, because it’s 
in his house and people are not 
able to enjoy it.

“I think, at that point, 
when we get it out there, then 
people will know more about 
Eric England.”

England is now one of 
three Union County natives to 
be buried at Arlington. He joins 
U.S. Army Maj. Leon Davenport 
and U.S. Army Lt. Col. Mary 
Jo Miller in Virginia, though 
other former residents of Union 
County are interred at Arlington 
as well.

Also in attendance that 
June 4 in Arlington were Lamar 
Paris,  Larry Garrett,  Pam 
Hawkins and Cary Cox from 
Union County, plus a number 
of Marines who served with 
England, and many others who 
knew, loved and respected the 
man in life.


